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St. Francis prays . . . 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you are the good shepherd. 
You grant us your loving mercy 
without our having deserved it,  
and many a time it must endure 
the pangs of sharp pain.  
Since you have called me to your flock, 
I beg you by your grace and strength 
that in trouble, anguish, and distress 
I may never turn away from you. 
Lord, look down on me in my infirmities 
and help me to bear them patiently. 
(St. Francis, Mirror of Perfection C) 
 

Fraternity Schedule 
AUGUST 
3-7 – OFS 20th QUINQUENNIAL CONGRESS  
           Phoenix, Arizona 
10 – TRANSITUS OF ST CLARE,  
         Assisi Heights Chapel, Rochester, MN.  
11 – FEAST OF ST CLARE OF ASSISI  
15 – ASSUMPTION BVM 
21 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Bonnie Meeting in person & Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Elevator talks) – Mary 
        Treats – Amy & Steve 
 
SEPTEMBER       
5 – LABOR DAY   
11 – GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
13 – COUNCIL CHECKIN, 6:00, FRH, PL Zoom  
18 – COME & SEE Gathering, 2:30-5:30pm, FRH  
        Warm welcome to visitors  
         Food items provided by us 
24 – ALL REGIONAL GATHERING,8:30am-4pm,             
.       sponsored by Queen of Peace Region                               
.       “Building the Kingdom of God by Building the                               
.          Bonds of Fraternity” by Fr. Matthew Malik, OFM       
           St. Bonaventure Church, Bloomington, MN        
29 – COUNCIL MEETING, 7:00, FRH, PL Zoom  
 
OCTOBER   
3 – TRANSITUS OF ST. FRANCIS 
4 – FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
16 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Cindy Meeting in person & Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Quin Review) – Mary+  
        Treats – Wendy 

28-30 – OFS WEEKEND RETREAT, FRH, PL 
          Retreat Master – Fr. To Be Announced, OFM      
.         Conv. On the topic of … 
 

Franciscan of the Month              
Mother Maria Maddalena Bentivoglio (1834-
1905) helped to form the first Poor Clare 
community in the United States.  The twelfth child 
of a large Roman family, she was not a “child saint” 
and was subject to frequent discipline in school.  
She eventually joined a Poor Clare community to 
which her older sister Costanza already belonged.  
In 1874 she and Costanza traveled to America and 
began a lengthy effort to establish a Poor Clare 
community.  They frequently encountered 
opposition from local bishops.  After failing in 
Minnesota, Philadelphia and New Orleans, they 
eventually succeeded in establishing a Poor Clare 
monastery in Cleveland.  This was followed with 
successful foundations in New Orleans and 
Evansville, Indiana.  Maddalena died in Evansville.  
Her cause has been introduced in Rome 
 

Ongoing Formation in August 
Focusing on “elevator” speeches, brief 1-2 minute 
testimonials on our Franciscan vocation to share 
with others. For instance, describe the most 
important moment of your Secular Franciscan 
vocation or How would you describe the OFS to 
someone who knows nothing about it?  How did 
you learn about the OFS?  What does being a 
Secular Franciscan mean to you?   During your 
Secular Franciscan life, who/what has inspired you 
most? Why? How?  How do you respond when 
someone asks: "What's that ‘T’ around your neck?"  

We       We will share these in small groups at our August 
meeting. 
 

Tend to your Garden  
in August because the heat and humidity can pose a 
great challenge to your plants.  Life deals us similar 
adversities at times, and it is important to seek 
assistance when such trouble strikes.  Your 
Franciscan sisters and brothers will help you 
overcome such personal trials.  Think of them as 
your own personal expert gardeners, pruning your 
weeds and nourishing your roots. Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 



 
Keeping in touch... 

July 2022 meeting report 
Fifteen people attended our hybrid meeting on July 17. Wendy Parks led formation on Chapter 35 of 
To Live as Francis Lived. The rich discussion focused on seeing Christ in the other, especially in 
those in whom it’s challenging. Dave Keymer gave the treasurer’s report, with a June deposit of $240 
and a balance of $2127.86. Our next expense will be the Come and See meal. 
Mary Higgins noted the first ever all regional Queen of Peace gathering on September 24 and 
encouraged attendance. The menu for the Come and See was discussed and suggestions were 
given. Mary suggested postponing to October the Quin reports scheduled for the August meeting, 
instead focusing on “elevator” speeches, brief 1 to 2 minute testimonials on our Franciscan vocation 
to share with others. She offered suggestions for reflection. We will share these in small groups at our 
August meeting. She also encouraged us to continue to pray the National Prayer for Vocations to the 
OFS. 
Bonnie reported that Marge Ehr has been moved to the Regina Care Center in Hastings and asked 
that we continue to hold her in our prayers. Ed Vierling brought an amazing 4th of July themed array 
of food and treats, as well as décor. Thanks, Ed! 
 
Notes taken by Cindy Boggs 
    
 
 

Jubilee! 
 
The theme for the 20th OFS Quinquennial (meaning every 5th 
year) is Jubilee! The concept is introduced in Leviticus 25: 
“You will declare this 50th year to be sacred…you will keep 
this as a Jubilee.” God called a rest, giving the land and the 
people a reset. The Jubilee calls God’s people to live in right 
relationship with God, each other and creation. 
In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus declares the beginning of his 
ministry as “a time of Jubilee,” the year of the Lord’s favor. 
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled.” Today! And every 
day. Jubilee is NOW. 
We are called to conversion, to live Jubilee, and BE Jubilee 
for others. As bearers of peace and messengers of joy and 
hope, we announce that the Kingdom of God is here, among 
us.  
You don’t have to be at the Quin to experience Jubilee. 
Jubilee joy is ours whenever and wherever we pause to 
acknowledge God’s presence within, in every Franciscan 
heart and every experience of fraternity. The world needs this 
Jubilee joy. Let’s share it.  
(These thoughts are a summary from a letter to Quin participants by national minister Jan Parker.) 
Wendy, Cindy and I want to thank the fraternity for your most generous support for our attendance at 
the Quin. We take seriously our responsibility to report back to you on the experience – what moved 
us and what we learned – and to use it to enrich our contributions to the fraternity. Over 6oo secular 
Franciscans are gathering to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the first national gathering of secular 
Franciscans. There is a rich program of speakers and workshops and opportunities to meet with 
others from around the country in “little fraternities.” We’re excited.            Mary 

Peter – August 2  
Dn. Bob – August 12 


